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A LONG-TERM PERSPECTIVE

] Chinuch is a process which demands a long-term per-
spective. When a child is two or three years old, we
must know and take into account that when he turns
fourteen ot fifteen he will be in a difficult stage. In or-
der to pass through the fourteen-year-old stage peace-

" fully, the child needs to have a warm bond with his par-
ents. If parents are rough with theit two-, thr_ec-._or
four-year old — if they discipline him harshly, hit him,
and make demands beyond his ability — they destroy
the warm relationship. Indeed, at such an early stage the

j} ptoblem in the relationship won’t ie obvious. The child
still needs his parents; he loves Jis parents. But later,
when the child is fourteen, the surprised parents come
to me crying and exclaim, “I don’t understand what’s
happened to my child. He doesn’t speak with me at all.

It He tells me nothing. I have no idea what's going on
with him.” When the parents come and ask me what to
do; 1 ask them: “Tell me, did you strike the child when
he was three?” The father answers, “Of course, I had to
educate him.” Then I respond: “Now you are paying for

2| the blows you gave him back then” The spankings and
tough treatment ferment in the child’s subconscience
without even the child’s awareness. The memories are
hidden within his soul. But in adolescence the effects
sutface, and the parents see that they have destroyed

w, theit relationship with their child. For the parents this is
terribly painful, and for the child it is terribly damaging.

Eartly childhood education must have a long-term
perspective. Parents must build such a warm relation-
ship with their child that the relationship will survive

% and assist the child even during the difficult period of
adolescence.

Sometimes it appears that we get better results with
harsh approaches. However, “Ha-chacham einay b'rosho —
The wise man looks ahead!” Parents who know the se-

-Hﬂ cret of chinuch and the importance of a long-term per-
spective are very careful in the eatly years not just to
focus on immediate results. It’s very common that the
child won'’t listen to me, and I give him a few slaps, and
instantly he listens. 1 proudly think, “Ah, I know how to

Y| influence my child.” However, this is a very prematre
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celebration. Parents will pay for such reactions when the BN AR - AR

child reaches age fourteen o fifteen, and then it will be

very difficult to repair the damage.
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