
 
CHILDREN’S BOOKS RELATING TO 

DISABILITIES 

 Be Good to Eddie Lee 

By: Virginia Fleming      ISBN: 0698115821 

With Be Good to Eddie Lee, Virginia Fleming shows there's a big difference between being a friend and just being 

with someone, and that friends can come in shapes and sizes you didn't expect. In a world where superficiality 

seems to reign and children "grow up" sooner and sooner in ways that seem disturbingly insubstantial, Be Good to 

Eddie Lee shows another way. 

 

 

  Someone Special Just Like You 

By: Tricia Brown       ISBN: 0805042687 

Brown and Ortiz show that the differences that seem to separate children with handicaps from others are not important. What is 

important is the common delight in life--a desire to love, learn and play, and to be accepted for themselves as other children are. As 

the title suggests, the author's emphasis is the distinctiveness of all children. Photographs join Brown's words in showing how children 

who are hearing, sight or mobility impaired enjoy the same things as all children. 

 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0698115821?ie=UTF8&tag=bestchilsbook-20&link_code=as3&camp=211189&creative=373489&creativeASIN=0698115821
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0698115821?ie=UTF8&tag=bestchilsbook-20&link_code=as3&camp=211189&creative=373489&creativeASIN=0698115821


 
 

  Big Brother Dustin 
By: Alden R. Carter       ISBN: 0807507156 

A boy with Down Syndrome helps his parents and grandparents get ready for the birth of his baby sister and chooses the perfect name 

for her. Alden Carter presents through his text and photographs a young boy getting ready for his sister's birth. His parents involve 

him every step of the way from telling grandparents to the joy of meeting her at the hospital. A special touch comes when Dustin, after 

months of pondering, comes up with her name 

 

 

 How Smudge Came 
By: Nan Gregory       ISBN: 0613027973 
 òYou respond to the universal pet story before the illustrations show that Cindy is a young woman with Downõs syndrome. [This 

book] is remarkable in telling it as Cindy sees it. Lightburnõs realistic pictures in soft-tone colored pencil have the same beautiful sense 

of fragility, steadfastness, and connection.óñBooklist (starred review)  

Cindy, who has to work all day, fights to keep the small stray dog she finds on the street.  

 

 

  Howie Helps Himself 



 
 

By: Joan Fassler       ISBN: 0807534226 
Though he enjoys life with his family and attends school, Howie, a child with cerebral palsy, wants more than anything else to be able 

to move his wheelchair by himself. 

 

 

 A Very Special Critter 
By: Gina Mayer, Mercer Mayer     ISBN: 030712763X 
In this wise and funny picture-book adventure, a special student joins Little Critter's class at school. The new student uses a 

wheelchair, and Little Critter is worried. Will his classmate be very different? Will the class know how to act around him? Little Critter 

discovers that the new boy in class is really not so different from anyone else, even though he is in a wheelchair. 

 

 

  Andy and His Yellow Frisbee 
By: Mary Thompson      ISBN: 0933149832 
The new girl at school tries to befriend Andy, an autistic boy who spends every recess by himself, spinning a yellow frisbee under the 

watchful eye of his older sister. 

 

 



 

  Dad and Me in the Morning 
By: Patricia Lakin       ISBN: 0807514195 
A deaf boy and his father share a special time as they watch the sun rise at the beach. 
 

 

  Harry and Willy and Carrothead 
By: Judith Caseley       ISBN: 0688094929 
Harry was born with no left hand. Harry's hand didn't keep him from being a good baseball player ñ or a good friend. Harry and Willy 

and Carrothead are three of the most real kids you are apt to meet between book covers, and you will like them as much as they like 

each other! Three boys overcome prejudicial ideas about appearances and become friends 

 
 

   I Have A Sister My Sister Is Deaf 

By: Jeanne Whitehouse Peterson    ISBN: 0064430596 
A friendly, affirmative look at the everyday experiences of the two sisters. This book gives young children an understanding of the fact 

that deaf children share all the interests of children with normal hearing. 



 
 

  Ian's Walk: A Story about Autism 
By: Laurie Lears      ISBN: 0807534811 

A young girl realizes how much she cares for her autistic brother Ian when he gets lost at the park. When her autistic little brother, 

Ian, wanders off while on a walk to the park, Julie must try to see the world through his eyes in order to find him.  

 

 
 

 

 Views from our Shoes: Growing up with a Brother 

or Sister With Special Needs 
By: Donald Joseph Meyer     ISBN: 0933149980 
"I can't imagine havimg a plain old sister," writes ten--year--old Ryan Clearwater. He is one of 45 siblings in View From Our Shoes who 

share their experiences as the brother or sister of someone with a disability. The kids whose essays are featured here range in age 

from four to eighteen and are the siblings of youngsters with a variety of special needs, including autism, cerebral palsy, development 

delays, ADD, hydrocephalus, visual and hearing impairments, Down and Tourette syndromes. Their personal tales introduce young 

siblings to others like them, perhaps for the first time, and allow them to compare experiences. A glossary of disabilities provides easy--

to--understand definitions of many of the conditions mentioned. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 Where’s Chimpy? 
By: Berniece Rabe      ISBN: 0807589276 

Misty, a girl who is all ready for bed, has lost her stuffed chimp. Her father helps her retrace the events of her day, 

but as they return together to the places she played, Misty finds many toys, but not Chimpy. Finally he is found in 

the bathroom, half-hidden by a towel, and Misty ecstatically hugs him. A logical, well-thought-out story is enlivened 

by photos of Misty and her father. That Misty is a Down's syndrome child is of no importance to the plot, only 

explained in a preface and in the author's note at end. Readers will simply see a beaming child playing, bathing and 

sleeping, and Misty will endear herself to those engaged in her hunt for Chimpy. Ages 2-7. 

 

 Our Brother Has Down's Syndrome: An 

Introduction for Children 
By: Shelley Cairo, Jasmine Cairo   ISBN: 0920303307 
Three sisters describe the ways in which little brother Jai, a Down's Syndrome child, is different from other children, and what the 

family does to help him get along.  



 

 What’s Wrong with Timmy? 
By: Maria Shriver      ISBN: 0316233374 
Making friends with a mentally retarded boy helps Kate learn that the two of them have a lot in common. 

 

 

 

 

 

  See You Tomorrow, Charles 
By: Miriam Cohen      ISBN: 0688018041 
The first graders learn to accept the new boy, who is blind, as just like themselves.  

Charles is the new boy in the first-grade class, and he is blind. His classmates want to be helpful. Should they protect Charles or treat 

him like everybody else? No one knows for sure. 

 
 

 

 

 



 
BOOKS ABOUT THE DEAF 

 

  I Am Deaf 
By: Jennifer Moore-Mallinos     ISBN: 0764141791 
Titles in the Live and Learn series take a child's point of viewñespecially the view of children who either suffer from some physical 

challenge or lack self-confidence in going about their everyday activities. This book describes challenges that hearing-impaired children 

face, and how one child overcomes them to live a normal, happy life. 

 

 

  Moses Goes to the Circus 
By: Isaac Millman       ISBN: 0374350647 
Moses, who is deaf, has a good time with his family at the circus, where they communicate using sign language. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  Dad and Me in the Morning 
By: Patricia Lakin       ISBN: 0807514195 
A deaf boy and his father share a special time as they watch the sun rise at the beach. 
 

 

 Elana’s Ears, or How I became the Best Big 

Sister in the World 
By: Gloria Roth Lowell      ISBN: 1557987025 
Lacey's luxurious life as an "only dog" changes the day Mom and Dad bring home a new baby. While Lacey goes through all of the 

confusion and upset that any child feels when presented with a new sister or brother, she eventually starts to like having baby Elana 

around, and even tries to teach her a favorite hobby: barking. But when Elana takes no notice of all the noise, Lacey realizes that Elana 

can't hear. First, she helps Mom and Dad figure it out, then she vows to become "Elana's ears"-and the best big sister in the world. 

With wry canine commentary, Lacey offers children a refreshingly honest and funny glimpse at parents, new babies, and growing 

toddlers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  The Printer 
By: Myron Uhlberg       ISBN: 1561454834 
A boy recalls the day his deaf father saved everyone's life when fire broke out at the newspaper printing plant where he worked. 

 

 

  A Button in Her Ear 
By: Ada Bassett Litchfield      ISBN: 0807509876 
A little girl relates how her hearing deficiency is detected and corrected with the use of a hearing aid. 

 

 

  The Deaf Musicians 
By: Pete Seeger, Paul Dubois Jacobs    ISBN: 039924316X 
Poor Lee! He used to be a jazzman who could make the piano go yimbatimba- TANG--zang-zang. But now he's lost his hearing, and the 

bandleader had to let him go.  

So Lee goes to a school for the deaf to learn sign language. There, he meets Max, who used to play the sax. Riding the subway to class, 

they start signing about all the songs they love. A bass player named Rose joins in and soon they've got a little sign language band. And 

in no time they're performing for audiences in the subway, night after night. The authors present a jazzy riff on the power of music, 

overcoming obstacles, and all the different ways to hear the world.  

 

 

 



   One TV Blasting and a Pig Outdoors 

By: Deborah Abbott, Henry Kisor   ISBN: 0807560758 
Conan describes life with his father who lost his hearing at the age of three. 

 

 

  Deaf Culture: A to Z 

By: Walter Paul Kelley     ISBN: 0972956905 
Deaf Culture: A to Z arose from questions Deaf author Walter Paul Kelley and Deaf illustrator Tony Landon McGregor had about 

their own deafness while growing up. The only book of its kind to date for children, Deaf Culture: A to Z provides glimpses into 

deafness and Deaf culture to enlighten hearing and deaf children alike with its positive portrayal of deaf life. 

 

 

  Deaf Child Crossing 
By: Marlee Matlin      ISBN: 0689866968 
Despite the fact that Megan is deaf and Cindy can hear, the two girls become friends when Cindy moves into Megan's neighborhood, 

but when they go away to camp, their friendship is put to the test. 

 

 

 



 
 

  Amelia Lends a Hand 
By: Marissa Moss      ISBN: 1584855088 
Amelia had expected to have a quiet summer, but instead she makes friends with a deaf boy who moves in next door, deals with her 

grouchy older sister, has an asthma attack, and goes to a family reunion. 

 

 

 Prudence Parker and A Sign of Friendship 
By: Christine Burk      ISBN: 0977079902 
Two seven-year-old girls find themselves smothered in sunshine, and knee deep in sand, during their family vacations. Prudence Parker 

is an imaginative and excitable seven-year-old, whose encounters with physically disabled children make way for valuable lessons in 

communication and empathy. Haley is deaf. Frustration turns to triumph when Prudence uses her limited knowledge of sign language as 

the segue for a new friendship with Haley. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

  Of Sound Mind 
By: Jean Ferris       ISBN: 0374455848 
Tired of interpreting for his deaf family and resentful of their reliance on him, high school senior Theo finds support and understanding 

from Ivy, a new student who also has a deaf parent. 

 

 

 Educating Deaf Students: From Research to 

Practice 
By: Marc Marschark, Harry G. Lang, John A. Albertini  ISBN: 0195310705 
This book presents a summary of the current state-of-the-art in deaf education. With dramatic changes in deaf education over the past 

30 years, this book considers what we now know, what we do not know, and what we should know about the education of deaf 

students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

   A Journey into the Deaf-World 
By: Harlan Lane, Robert Hoffmeister, and Ben Bahan  ISBN: 0915035634 
In this comprehensive and engrossing study, three distinguished scholars of Deaf cultureñone hearing, one deaf, and one coda (child of 

deaf adults)ñoffer clear, penetrating insights into the existence and makeup of the deaf world, the community whose natural 

languageñAmerican Sign Language in the United Statesñis manual and visual.  

 

 

 The Other Side of Silence: Sign Language and the 

Deaf Community in America 
By: Arden Neisser     ISBN: 0930323645 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Listen with the Heart: Relationships and Hearing 

Loss 
By: Michael A. Harvey     ISBN: 1581210191 
These stories chronicle the unique challenges of hearing loss in interpersonal relationships, including communication, self-identity, and 

how to continue sharing and growing in these relationships. 

 

 

 Deaf Culture our Way: Anecdotes from the Deaf 

Community 
By: Roy K. Holcomb, Samuel K. Holcomb, Thomas K. Holcomb ISBN: 0915035170 
Memorable moments enhance an understanding and empathy of how loss of hearing affects the individual. 

 

 

  Deaf in America: Voices from a Culture 
By: Carol A. Padden, Tom L. Humphries   ISBN: 0674194241 
Written by authors who are themselves Deaf, this unique book illuminates the life and culture of Deaf people from the inside, through 

their everyday talk, their shared myths, their art and performances, and the lessons they teach one another.  



 
 

  Signing for Kids 
By: Mickey Flodin       ISBN: 0399533206 
An introduction to the expressive language of the deaf, organized by subject areas, including Pets, People, Numbers, Sports, Travel, 

Science, Thoughts and Feelings, and Places. The bestselling Parents' Choice Award Winner-now expanded with a new section on 

computer and technology terms. Signing for Kids features the clearest instructions and easiest-to-follow illustrations of any signing book 

available. And, Signing for Kids is as relevant to today's young readers as it is easy-to-use, with a new 16-page section of computer and 

technology terms. With helpful hints and tips for better signing and an extensive index for easy reference, Signing for Kids is the best 

book for beginners or for those who want to brush up their sign language skills.  

 

 

 Simple Signs 
By: Cindy Wheeler       ISBN: 0140556737 
Demonstrates through illustrations and brief text twenty-nine American Sign Language signs for words such as hello, cry, dog, and love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

  American Sign Language Green Books, A 

Teacher's Resource Text on Grammar and Culture 
By: Dennis Cokely, Charlotte Baker-Shenk    ISBN: 093032384X 
Best Known as The Garden Books, the American Sign Language books provide teachers and students of American Sign Language (ASL) 

with the complete means for learning the culture, community, and the native language of deaf people. 

 

 

 The American Sign Language Phrase Book 
By: Barbara Bernstein Fant, Betty Miller, Lou Fant   ISBN: 0071497137 
You can easily learn ASL with help from The American Sign Language Phrase Book. With more than 500 phrases, this is the reference 

guide to everyday expressions in American Sign Language, providing a quick way for you to converse with deaf people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Talking with Your Hands, Listening with your Eyes: 

A Complete Photographic Guide to American Sign 

Language 
By: Gabriel Grayson       ISBN: 075700007X 
It is the third most commonly used language in North America. It has its own beauty, its own unmistakable form, and its own inherent 

culture. It is American Sign, the language of the deaf. Now, Gabriel Grayson, teacher extraordinaire, has put together a book that 

makes signing accessible, easy, and fun. Using over 800 photographs, he has created a comprehensive primer to the techniques, words, 

and phrases of signing. 

 

 

 My First Book of Sign Language 
By: Joan Holub        ISBN: 0439635829 
This beginner's guide to finger spelling and sign language contains the sign for each letter of the alphabet along with signs for words that 

begin with each letter. 
 
 


